Do We Really Care

| often get the opportunity to visit and preach in a variety of
Churches and | have found something quite interesting. Many times
the Pastor will try to encourage the congregations to reach out with
the Gospel to their neighbors and family and bring them to Church.
The next week they have the same empty seats and basically the
same people. Why is this? The answer is simple if the people in the
church wanted them there they would already be there. The reality is
God has done his part we have to do ours. There is just no escaping
it. (Romans 10:17)

In the Book of Jonah in the Old Testament we find a prophet in Israel
named Jonah who was called by God to warn his country’s enemies
the Assyrians in their capital city of Nineveh of impending judgment
of God because of their murderous sin. Jonah flees from God in the
opposite direction because he knows in his heart that God would
forgive his nation’s enemies when they repented. In short he runs
away because he hates these people and rejects God's will for his
life in favor of his own. In doing so he loses his home, his ministry,
his country and nearly his life when found sleeping in the bottom of a
cargo ship during a horrific storm when he should have been praying
and is thrown overboard by desperate pagan sailors who fear his
God more than he does. There is a high price to be paid for re-
jecting God’s will for our lives. I think all of us are familiar with the
fact that God, in his mercy, sent a huge fish to swallow Jonah in the
midst of the sea and there in the stomach of the fish he prays then
God commands the fish to spit him up on to dry land. From there, to
no ones surprise, Jonah cooperates with God and goes to Nineveh.

After he comes to Nineveh he preaches an eight word sermon to the
people there, “Forty more days and Nineveh shall be destroyed.”
The whole City including the King believed and repented after hear-
ing his preaching and God saw what they did and withheld his judg-
ment against them. Jonah on the other hand sat angry outside Nine-
veh when the people inside the city undoubtedly rejoiced over their
newfound salvation. He became upset when a plant that shaded his
head had died. What's this got to do with kids in the inner-city kids
you may ask? A lot as we will see when we pick up the narrative
between himself and God at the end of the book Jonah 4:9-11, “But
God said to Jonah, “Do you think it is right for you to be angry just
because this plant died?” Jonah answered, “Yes, it is right for me to
be angry enough to die!” And the Lord said, “You did nothing for that
plant, surely | can feel sorry for a big city like Nineveh. There are
more than 120,000 people there who did not know they are doing
wrong.”

Now here the book abruptly ends. This is what | believe it means
and what God is saying to us today. Notice God said 120,000 people

that are ignorant of their disobedience. There were well over one
million people in Nineveh at that time. God is not talking about
120,000 adults he is talking about 120,000 children. He is telling Jo-
nah that he is more interested in his personal comforts and own bi-
ases than the lives of innocent kids. In other words he is being
rebuked by God for his lack of compassion for the lost particu-
larly the children. Sadly, he simply doesn’t care what happens
to them. He only cares about what happens to him when he goes
home and tells his fellow Israelites that the enemy has been saved.

Look here I've been in this ministry for sixteen years now and | don’t
see myself as special or any different than anyone else. | just came
here believing God wanted to use me to make a difference in the
lives of some kids And | say this with all due respect for every minis-
try in town that | am sure is making a difference in their communities.
But | can count on one hand over the years the number of Christians
| have seen ministering to the kids of our inner-city. Usually, | see
Mormons and Nation of Islam but few born again believers. The la-
borers are few and far between. Like many inner-city missions we
struggle month to month to make ends meet financially. We keep
growing with one person doing the work of three. Every time it
looks like the end for us we seem to find a new beginning. We
truly are walking in the miracle provisioning of God and to him be all
the glory but much more is still needed.

My heart is troubled though, for a Church that has lost it's compas-
sion for the poor, the desperate and the lost. | believe their cries are
being drowned out by the pleasures of this life the comfortable seats
in the sanctuary or the latest professional sports game. | believe the
ancient Roman emperor Nero and enemy of the Church was unfortu-
nately right when he said, “Let’s give the people bread and circuses
so they won't care who makes the laws.” Or like Jonah when the
wind and waves are destroying the boat above, and all the time him
sleeping below while the lives of the unredeemed sailors on deck
hang in the balance between heaven and hell. The question is, does
anyone really care? What do we want to communicate to these kids
and the lost of our inner-city? I'm sure Jonah had good reasons for
not caring. | think everyone does, but these reasons are not valid
to God who spared not his own Son to redeem us. Not everyone
is called to the mission field but we are all called to support it. It's our
responsibility; it's our time to care for the lost of our community.
These kids need to know Jesus loves them. Let's work together to
this end to please our Heavenly Father who called us by grace into

His marvelous light. Pastor Scott
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“The best place to be in any circum-
stance, the best place for you to be is in

a fully surrendered position to God."

~Pastor, Jeff Smith
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church
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Intern Positions Available

If you would like to be trained in one of America’s most
challenging inner-city ministries then this is the opportunity
for you. This is a dynamic way to get street level experience
in using the gifts God has given you to reach the lost, the
hurting, the homeless and fatherless of America’s fourth
largest City. We have 5 and 12 month terms available. Hous-
ing is provided. If you are interested in learning more about

this opportunity, please contact Pastor Scott in our office.

It's heart breaking to

s happening in their lives and to see their kids go hungry.
this Thanksgiving on top of our normal dinner for the kids at the
's Activity Center we would like to include the Boxes of

Children

Boxes of Love
Now more than ever families are hurting for their daily needs like

food and housing. Seems like each time we turn around we get an-
unteers beginning just prior to Thanksgiving and continuing during

the holiday season leading up to Christmas. This is an excellent

delivered to the doors of our families by our staff members and vol-
way to communicate God’s love through his Son Jesus Christ.

Love project to assist some of our neediest families in our inner-city

requests we can help with some we can’t. But for each person we
communities.

other request for help from desperate single moms. Some of these
take the time to listen and to pray with them.

see what’

So
The Box of Love will be a 25-pound box filled with enough food to

feed a family for a week including a turkey. These boxes will be

If you are interested in sponsoring a family you can send a check or

money order for $25.00 made payable to CAC Projects and mail to
The Children’s Activity Center P.O. Box 2851 Bellaire, Texas

“We believe that every child has the right to hear the Gospel
of Jesus Christ and to see that Gospel demonstrated in the
life of at least one, sincere, born-again believer.”

Walking Faith Ministry
5801 Edgemoor Drive Houston, TX 77081
tel: (713) 667-0442 fax: (832) 487-9357

www.sgnh.org

The Children’s Activity Center — Children’s Activity Truck, part of
Walking Faith Ministry, is a non-profit, faith-based organization dedi-
cated to sharing the love of Jesus Christ to children and their families
in Houston’s crime and poverty ridden inner-city. We use a number of
colorful fourteen-foot storage trucks converted into portable stages to
bring weekly presentations of the gospel in skits, dramas, puppetry, and
video, right to the very doorstep of the children who most desperately
need it. Weekly visitations to the homes of attending children helps us
share the life changing message of Jesus with the entire family. Dona-
tions matter and are tax deductible. Donations can be made through
our website via Pay Pal.

Senior Pastor: Scott Binkley ~ Administrative Director: Gilda Duncan

Photos and video of the project can be seen on the net at sgnh.org
or on facebook mission america (somethin’goodinthehood).
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