Throw Away Kids

Most of you know that we minister to kids that are by the worlds
standards called “Throw away kids.” Most are the children of young
black single mothers who have had relationships with older men or
other teen boys who never marry them and never see them again.
Strangely enough when the kids are born the single mom’s cling to
them as their reason to live and as one teen mom told me recently,
“My baby is my savior without her | would be dead.” This particular
mom was impregnated by a sixty year old man when she was six-
teen. Then after the kids are no longer cute little babies and grow
into rebellious children they are rejected by their mothers who no
longer find any security or self worth from them. These same kids
are literally pushed out the door by the mom to be raised by anyone
or anybody they encounter in the streets and beyond. Then the
moms turn and get pregnant again to start the process all over.
Seems strange to you? | know | did for me at first but after all the
ghetto is a very strange place.

Last Saturday we took about 150 kids from Houston’s southwest
side to the Gospel Lakes Camp in New Waverly, Texas. The camp is
run by volunteers from local churches that do an excellent job of tak-
ing the kids through different activity stations that include horse back
riding, arts and crafts, hay rides, fishing, boating and chapel. There
every kid hears the gospel of Jesus Christ and enjoys the day out-
side the inner-city in the country. It's a great time for all but it does
not come without problems. A lot of times we have kids get into
fights, run off from the groups or curse at camp councilors among
other things which can be handled for the most part very easily. But
something happened this last week that took me by surprise.

While sitting at the camp center some of the camp councilors ap-
proached me half running saying, “Pastor Scott there is a girl danc-
ing naked on a boat!” Turns out as | looked up there was a bunch of
people bringing this twelve year old girl up the hill like they were sort
of pushing her. They brought her to me and said to her, “Tell him
what you did.” She was silent for a moment looking down. After a
few uneasy moments of her looking down and the others who
brought her to me looking on | broke the silence by telling her. “Look
honey | can’t help you unless you tell me the truth.” With that she
told me that she pulled her shirt up and her pants down and was
spinning around on the deck of the boat with the other kids cheering
for her. | asked her if she believed this was something God would
want her to do or if it was something that would hurt his heart. She
looked up and said, “I was wrong | did wrong.” | asked her, “Do you
want to be forgiven?” “Yes Pastor Scott | do want to be forgiven.” |
looked at her and said, “Okay Jesus died for your sins and he is here
today standing in your place to forgive you so let’s ask him to forgive
you and she did this. Then | said, “Let’s go to the camp councilors

and ask for their forgiveness as well.” You know when she did this
and humbled herself before them there was a flood of tears come
down her face and her heart was gloriously touched by the Lord.
She experienced the forgiveness of God and of others although |
must say | believe some of the people there wanted much more
than that as there was a certain disappointment of unrealized pun-
ishments but in God’s eyes that was enough. As everyone was
leaving she told me, “Pastor Scott | am so sorry I'll never do this
again.” Deep inside myself | said, “Wow this is real change real
deliverance from a life of perverted bondage!”

You know I've been in the inner-city a long time. | used to think that
we would be able through the power of God see every kid we
preached to saved, delivered and living a new life. Also, | once be-
lieved that everyone | told in the church about our work would be
excited about it and want to get involved in it in some way. | was
wrong in both ways as | have realized the truth of the matter is even
with all our going and preaching and teaching and feeding of the
Word only a few of the kids will ever come out of the darkness.
Many will take the way of the world get lost and perish there in it
against God’s will which is that none perish that all come to repen-
tance 2 Peter 3:9. Another reality that hit me is that only a few
would help in the harvest of souls as in the words of Jesus in
Mathew 9:37 “The harvest is plenteous but the laborers are few.”

Then why bother you may ask like one man did a while back when
he came up to our truck and ask me why | was fooling around with
a bunch of ghetto kids. He really couldn’t understand what we were
doing as to him it was like we were insane. Sure you can say he
didn’t know God and probably didn’t. But you know there are a lot
of people who name the name of Jesus who don’t know and
don’t seem to care why we focus on these kids even some
Pastors. The fact of the matter is if someone doesn’t go to
these “throw away” kids none of them will survive. None will
come to know the love of God, the forgiveness of sin and a
new and fresh start. Yes, it is easier to walk away and pretend like
these kids and their lives don’t exist. But they do. It's easy to sur-
round ourselves in a make believe world where tragedies and bro-
kenness happen to everyone else and not to us. But you've got to
realize we are living the last days when all personal lives are going
to be shattered and touched by change and tragedies none are ex-
empt. In the words of Abraham Lincoln, “None is to be more pitied
than the man who can not feel the whip on another man’s back.” By
all necessity as believers in Jesus Christ we must become involved
and engaged in this broken world as the time has come to put away
selfishness and inactivity and begin to proclaim the mighty Word of
God to the lost. These kids are hurting and blinded to the truth and
they need us desperately. Please help us to reach a few more. With
your help we can do it. Love you all!

Pastor Scott

For God did not send the Son
into the world to judge the
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possible situations to endure. He was one of those fatherless
“throw away kids” we talked about earlier. Here are some ex-
cerpts from that letter.

“Hey guys as you know | am in the police academy. | am
sorry | am not able to tell each and every one of you thank
you. You have been their for me over the past sixteen years
of helping me achieve goals in life. God has blessed me with
so much!”
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“Pastor Scott you have been there for me when no one else
would. | learn so much from you, how to react when things
get hard. You told me not to give up and every time | am lost |
always know who to talk to and you never let me down, be-
cause you are always right. We have a bond that | pray we

1SOW S BOLIDWY JO QUO UI PAUTel} 8q O} dYI[ p[nom nok jI

rroM THE CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY CENTER

continue to grow in. | love you and you were always like a =g § g2 E86&2 § e=3
on) —_— o
coach and a dad to me.” -o = g Z2EE0IC2ERED
= =3 Sosgo0z2s82gz3285
) . . s Q m & 2R 5% o2 80 =
«Jimmy and Gilda you have been there for me ever since | = £ ] § S~ - =
was five years old living in the park and as | got older you @ 6‘ ‘:’: & Q 2 == %z? °£3 = o
showed me so much love. Gilda you step up and became a Sz m fg 5 2 8 g S §_ B 2: g8zp2
mom to me when no one else would. You corrected me when S ‘é’ SRR - = 5 5 e < "; = o0 2.2
. . o : — o, — @ :.
I needed it and loved me when | needed to be. Jimmy | have % > § E > ?1 | E A §E o0 = § § § g 533
learned from you how to responsible young and handsome o P xg s 2 = é F2lZ¢g2 g & é?
. . - O =
man. You were many times hard on me but you were just try- o g% =39 ﬁ S é gﬁ S Q—“}E E°%w g
. . h = > == %3 aoc
ing to teach me to be a man. I love you Jimmy and Gilda °8 3 %aéﬁqu%'q 5a§ég§m§:g |
. . s -’ [<R = =
thank you so much for allowing me to be part of your life.’ 580 g - o= i 2 c2dssEgzge
@ n & o —T == 60!: 4% 2 =
= 0 N = = = AT o o
. oo = [N = Ny (@] — EY" o< g B o< - =
“Garza what can | say you are my best friend. You know eve- 242 22 RES LS B8 =22 = 2 -
rything | had problems with and you understand and gave me 5% & SRBw—7 = g § ¢ &g FEEE -
. . - pL =. — [¢)] —
advice. We had so much laughter with a lot of people and so 9= 5 5 ®) z 2252w 3E° o9 S
. . . =m O =3 o a2 B339 558 08 2. g
many good times. | thank you for everything and being there S 8 S c 2 5 TE2535 28525 =
for me.” S0 ® 2 &= B8RS tds e =0
= - - e BEsBadZc9z palied
< o o oo gga8gP <5 % &
VA . . oW o E zagro%sgm(g% a =
Vincent and Jessica thank you for being such a huge part of =n 3 § =582 S$78a22g 58
the ministry. | hope you continue to do great and wonderful g 35,9282 %2285 A=
: : : = 2 Eco88302229¢ R
things for us. Vincent you always dress nice and | learn from ST AEAREE Y T 55 R A~ A
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