What Do You Do When You Are Fifty-Two
I asked myself that same question when I turned thirty-six laying
across a hotel bed in Mexico City on a business trip I took in November of 1994. That was the year before the Lord placed me into full
time ministry. I was young and dumb enough then to still be worried
about my future. I was still trying to work out life my way as much as
I could and at the same time serving God on the assigned days. I
thought that was what everybody did and I would do the same. But
something on the inside told me there was more to life than that. A
year later everything in my life changed. I took a risk with God (at
least that was my perception at the time) and helped a penniless
preacher with great faith named David Ellis start what he called then
the Children’s Church later to be named the Children’s Activity Center. To many my actions seemed insane at the time and maybe they
were in a way but we serve a mighty God. Leave everything behind
trust God and jump into nothing…….
Well, that was about fifteen years ago. I woke up (Praise God) on
November 6, 2010 at age fifty-two. I remember talking to my mom,
(now deceased God bless her heart) back in the mid-seventies
about the year 2000. We were talking about how crazy the future
seemed. She said something like “You will be fifty years old in 2008.”
I thought to myself wow is that possible?” Well, it is. I never thought
of myself as being old or older and I still struggle with that but now I
am. Strangely enough I am beginning to like it and I really don’t want
to be a kid again. I think I am starting to understand “The Lord is my
Shepard I shall not want.” (Psalm 23:1) It is really amazing when you
die to yourself and the wants of life that God can finally give you
what you need for real living one day at a time. I believe one of the
greatest gifts God gives men and women is as the Apostle Paul
says, “Godliness with contentment is of great gain.” (1 Timothy 6:6).
It is when you can have peace and contentment in Jesus
against the backdrop of the storms of life. All that matters to a
contented person is what God wants for the people he has placed in
their life. The greatest joy for the contented is how to use spiritual
and material gifts to help others find Jesus.
What will I do when I am fifty-two? I suppose the same thing I have
done for the past fifteen years. I’ll just keep driving busses and
trucks loaded with kids, unclogging toilets, helping single moms,
preaching to kids and playing games, praying for the lost and sick,
writing newsletters, praying for more light, locking the doors at night
after everyone is asleep and turning off the lights and being thankful
for being a part of such a wonderful ministry. You know things like
that I will just keep on doing until the Lord takes me home. I really
like doing those things because that is what he wants me to do. It
glorifies him and him alone.

I think what sums it up the best was two weeks ago when I was driving the kid’s home from one of our “Something Good in the Hood
meetings.” We have a Sunday night meeting for middle school kids
between eleven and fourteen years of age. I notice one of the boys
Tim was a lot older that the others. During some of the meeting I
noticed he had sort of a desperate far away look on his face. While I
was driving the bus home that night I started talking to Tim who was
sitting behind me. I asked him, Tim what do you want to do when
you graduated high-school. He said, “I want to go to college and
study to be a CPA.” I said “Hey that’s great are you good with numbers?” He said, “Yea, I think about that a lot to keep my mind off
other things.” I then asked him if he would like go to a teen weekend
camp on December fifth. I knew it was a place he could find fellowship and strengthen his relationship with the Lord and I told him if he
went I would pay for it. He replied, “That’s around my birthday of December third I’ll be eighteen.” I said, “Great I would like to come to
your birthday party.” What he said next broke my heart. He said,
“Pastor Scott I’ve never had a birthday party in my life I don’t know
what one is.” You see Tim’s mom is a crack addict. She never had
time for him. So, he has gone in and out of foster care and from
house to house all of his life. His birthday’s would come and go and
only he would know it. You see I can’t imagine what I would be
like to be forgotten like that or left behind. Never once validated
or being acknowledged on one of the most important days of
one’s life. I know it is crazy but to some degree all of our kids suffer
like this. Like twelve year old girls who raise whole families and little
boys who are locked in apartments all day long with nothing to eat. I
think there is enough heart aches around to last one hundred lifetimes. I think Jesus wants us to be active in healing some of it while
we can.
So, on December third we are going to have a birthday party for a
young man named Tim. We will have the honor of being at his first
birthday party that should have happened a long time ago. We will
all sit at the table where we will pray, blow out the candles on top of
the cake and give him a birthday gift then celebrate what wonderful
things God will do in young man’s life. You know Jesus attended
parties and we know his first miracle in the Gospel of John was turning water into wine to save the hosts from tremendous social embarrassment at a wedding reception that was nearly blown. I believe he
will show up at Tim’s birthday party. I think it is the best thing to do
when you are fifty-two to throw a party for a kid that never had one.
That’s something good in the hood and Lord willing we intend to do
more of it. Please keep praying for us and may God bless you and
keep you.

Pastor Scott

Salvation is found in no one else, for there
is no other name under heaven given to
men by which we must be saved.
Acts 4:12.

We need your help this year by either purchasing gifts for kids our
making a financial contribution toward that goal. The gifts should be
for kids male and female between ages four and fourteen. These
gifts should be delivered to the Children’s Activity Center at 5801
Edgemoor Houston, Texas 77081 by Friday December 10, 2010.
Financial contributions can be sent to C.A.C. P.O. Box 2851 Bellaire
Texas 77402. As little as one-hundred dollars can purchase ten children Christmas gifts this year. Thanks for your generous help and
have wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas with the Lord.

Senior Pastor: Scott Binkley

Administrative Director: Gilda Duncan

The Children’s Activity Center – Children’s Activity Truck, part of
Walking Faith Ministry, is a non-profit, faith-based organization dedicated to sharing the love of Jesus Christ to children and their families
in Houston’s crime and poverty ridden inner-city. We use a number of
colorful fourteen-foot storage trucks converted into portable stages to
bring weekly presentations of the gospel in skits, dramas, puppetry, and
video, right to the very doorstep of the children who most desperately
need it. Weekly visitations to the homes of attending children helps us
share the life changing message of Jesus with the entire family. Donations matter and are tax deductible. Donations can be made through
our website via Pay Pal.

www.childrensactivitycenter.com

5801 Edgemoor Drive Houston, TX 77081
tel: (713) 667-0442 fax: (713) 664-3624

Walking Faith Ministry

“We believe that every child has the right to hear the Gospel
of Jesus Christ and to see that Gospel demonstrated in the
life of at least one, sincere, born-again believer.”
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The amazing thing is we ended last year with six sites and we will
end this year with eighteen. The Lord showed me a way last year
when I was praying on Christmas Eve after everyone left and I was
alone with him in the house how to double our sites immediately but
little did I know that they would triple. We have gone to a bi-weekly
schedule that I believe will in the end result in reaching 42 sites in
the inner-city of Houston by the year 2015. You see folks when it’s a
God thing the challenges never end. This is not something we are
doing but something God is doing and we are simply trying to
keep up with him.

PO Box 2851
Bellaire, TX 77402

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
BELLAIRE, TX
PERMIT NO. 01055
This year 2010 will be our largest Christmas event ever beginning
Saturday December 11 and lasting up till Christmas Eve. This year
we are believing God for 3000 gifts for kids that are living in eighteen
different inner-city housing projects across the City of Houston.

Intern Positions Available
If you would like to be trained in one of America’s most
challenging inner-city ministries then this is the opportunity
for you. This is a dynamic way to get street level experience
in using the gifts God has given you to reach the lost, the
hurting, the homeless and fatherless of America’s fourth
largest City. We have 5 and 12 month terms available. Housing is provided. If you are interested in learning more about
this opportunity, please contact Pastor Scott in our office.

Remember Christmas

