His Way
In 1998 we were on the verge of losing a rental property that was essential
to the survival of our ministry at the time which by the way, is the current
location of our ministry today at 5801 Edgemoor Houston, Texas 77081.
The owner who is now long deceased, wanted $160,000.00 for a run down
warehouse sitting on about half an acre of property in a gang infested area
of Southwest Houston and we had exactly $500.00 to place on it. Needless
to say the owner pursued another buyer and found one willing to pay his
price and then proceeded to give us a one month notice to vacate.
Now let me testify to the goodness and the power of God through prayer.
Pastor Dave said, “Let’s pray were not going anywhere.” Within one week
the woman who was going to buy the property retracted her offer. The man
selling the property fell ill and had an added urgency to sell the property.
His wife then negotiated the sale of the property through an attorney friend
of ours for $130,000.00 and then a friend of Pastor Dave’s paid cash for
the building and donated the property to our 501©3 non-profit corporation.
Within two months of the owner asking us to leave, the property was legally ours to the glory of God!
Recently, we have had a large number of kids attending our Saturday services. The fact of the matter is we have now run out of space. Again we
went to prayer. God showed a building we could buy and remembering
what the Lord had done initially we fully believed that he would do it the
same way again. But this time he didn’t. This time the owner shut us completely down, well out of our price range. At first I was disappointed but
then remembered a prayer I had prayed to the Lord some years back. “Lord
let us do the best with what we have and don’t give us anything till we’ve
done it your way.” Wow, I thought that’s cool! That next night I was praying in the sanctuary and the Lord said to me, “Hey you are now standing in
your new building.” I looked up and instantly saw walls coming down and
kids flowing into an enlarged sanctuary and a brand new office and bathroom facility in the back. In an instant I saw everything we needed and I
was standing in it a new building birthed out of the old. Instead of buying a
new property we will remodel and add to the old one. God did it again his
way and is now bringing the people to do the work. Praise God!
The Bible says in Isaiah 55:9 “Just as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways are higher than your ways, and my thoughts are
higher than your thoughts.” I think all of us and especially I make the
common error of believing that just because God did it one way in the
past he will do it the same way in the future. I want to believe that because it is easy for me. But there is nothing easy about God (from the
mind’s perspective) that’s why it takes child like faith to believe him. Just
trust him at his Word and he will surprise you. He is the God of unexpected
blessing and favor.

For the past fifteen years we have added on to our current building one step
at a time. Instead of buying new things we clean up the old things with
paint and polish. While all along almost without notice God has improved
the quality of donations and labor that has poured into this Center. While
the days of making drapes out of old shower curtains and stages out of delivery crates and sleeping on the floor are over they are hardly forgotten.
In the Gospel of John in the fourteenth chapter Jesus compares the expansion of the Kingdom of God to a Jewish wedding arrangement. It was common practice for the groom’s father to add a room on to his house for the
new couple to live in. When that room was completed he the father called
for the wedding and the marriage was consummated and the new couple
was added to the household and the family was expanded. In John 14:2-3
Jesus says, “There are many rooms in my Father’s house. I would not tell
you this if it were not true. I am going there to prepare a place for you.
After I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back. Then I will take
you with me, so that you can be where I am.”
You see we who believe the Gospel are the bride of Christ. Jesus loves us
and wants us to be with him forever. He sees something in us we can’t
see in ourselves. He died for us on the cross to forgive our sins and because
he and the Father are one he goes and makes room for us in his heavenly
home. When that room is done he is going to call us home. Joined forever
perfectly to him who never fails and never leaves us. You see that is what
God has been after all along a growing family with an enlarged house
full of his children. First God gave us a property out of nothing we possessed and now he wants to add to that same property. It is no different
when we are born again. In 2 Corinthians 5:17 Paul declares, “When anyone is in Christ it is a whole new world. The old things are gone suddenly
everything is new.” We are new saved people and now God adds on to us
those things necessary for our growth in holiness. Together we are God’s
building expanding one room at a time.
It is our job and privilege to tell these inner-city kids the truth that they are
loved and accepted by God through Jesus Christ and that their lives need
not end in death or failure but in wholeness and life with him. This job isn’t
easy so would you please help us by praying and financially supporting this
work. Your generosity will not be forgotten by God. This is a very important matter. It is eternal it is life or death for these desperate souls. God
bless you. Hope this letter has helped you in some way if you have managed to read it all the way through. Love you all.

Pastor Scott
Remember our new web address:

www.sgnh.org

“Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me All the days of my life; And
I will dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.” - Psalm 23:6

The camp gives kids an opportunity to be outside without fear in a
place that is safe and where people love them. God uses it to help
the kids become just what they are kids. With a sense of adventure
and freedom they launch out with their adult leaders to experience, I
believe the clean and positive fun God intended them to have without fear of harm or attack. The Gospel Lakes Ranch has become a
place where they can connect with God and hear the Gospel message again in a place that reflects God’s beauty in creation far away
from the gunshots and sirens of the City. Even for if only a whole day
twice a year it makes a big difference in life of a child.
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The Children’s Activity Center – Children’s Activity Truck, part of
Walking Faith Ministry, is a non-profit, faith-based organization dedicated to sharing the love of Jesus Christ to children and their families
in Houston’s crime and poverty ridden inner-city. We use a number of
colorful fourteen-foot storage trucks converted into portable stages to
bring weekly presentations of the gospel in skits, dramas, puppetry, and
video, right to the very doorstep of the children who most desperately
need it. Weekly visitations to the homes of attending children helps us
share the life changing message of Jesus with the entire family. Donations matter and are tax deductible. Donations can be made through
our website via Pay Pal.

www.childrensactivitycenter.com

5801 Edgemoor Drive Houston, TX 77081
tel: (713) 667-0442 fax: (713) 664-3624

Walking Faith Ministry

“We believe that every child has the right to hear the Gospel
of Jesus Christ and to see that Gospel demonstrated in the
life of at least one, sincere, born-again believer.”

FROM THE

One of the biggest things I noticed this year after talking to a couple
of single moms was the fact that kids are quickly becoming prisoners
in their own homes which are by the way little two bed-room apartments. Because of violence just outside their doors the moms are
afraid to let them go outside. Some kids stay inside twenty-four
seven from school to home. Imagine a childhood lived in fear behind locked and guarded doors. Well, this is daily life for an increasing number of inner-city children.
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Saturday March 19 was our first day camp this spring. We bused
about 200 kids from Houston’s inner-city to the Gospel Lakes Camp
in New Waverly Texas. They and their families had great fun with
riding horses, paddle boating, hay rides, arts and crafts, fishing and
a tasty chili dog lunch among other exciting things.

Intern Positions Available
If you would like to be trained in one of America’s most
challenging inner-city ministries then this is the opportunity
for you. This is a dynamic way to get street level experience
in using the gifts God has given you to reach the lost, the
hurting, the homeless and fatherless of America’s fourth
largest City. We have 5 and 12 month terms available. Housing is provided. If you are interested in learning more about
this opportunity, please contact Pastor Scott in our office.

A Safe Place

